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Vibrant

IRADITIONA

A vacation in Italy spawned the
inspiration for this kitchen that
celebrates the art of food
preparation and fine dining.
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By Debra Steilen

esigning an entire kitchen around a single ceramic

plate may seem a trifle unusual, even though the

plate was purchased while vacationing in Italy. But

Penny Hecktman—a jewelry designer and artist
knew exactly what she wanted.

“The kitchen was Mrs. Hecktman'’s concept,” says interior
designer Janet McCann, who collaborated with kitchen designer
Michael De Giulio on the remodeling. *We had to interpret
what she might be feeling when she saw that plate. It was
vibrant. It was colorful. It was exciting.”

But before Penny’s dream kitchen could take shape, the
60-year-old room needed a facelift. De Giulio transformed a
warren of small rooms—a food preparation area, a butler’s
pantry, and a breakfast nook—into a large, open room with
space dedicated to cooking and food preparation, cleanup, and
serving.

Golden-orange-stained maple cabinets now surround the
large space with a rich, warm glow. But even that didn’t come
easily: Penny couldn’t settle on a style, color, or proportion
that she liked in available cabinetry. So De Giulio designed
a simple, classic door style with a framed, flat panel door
that’s enhanced by molded details. Working with the Siematic
Corporation, he refined the design, including the unusual
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€ Soft-color flowers scattered over a

scallop-edge ceramic plate provided the
inspiration for this traditional kitchen design.
Penny Hecktman fell in love with the plate while
vacationing on the Amalfi coast in Italy.
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* Gleaming metal, glowing wood, glorious tiles. They all add up to a warm, gracious kitchen that

celebrates food preparation, fine dining, and entertaining. The cabinet manufacturer liked the
butterscotch-hue custom-designed cabinets so much, the style was added as a new line.
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